OEDIPUS   COMPLEX   IN   THE   LIGHT   OF   EARLY   ANXIETIES
The left-hand side of the drawing represented the good mother
in close association with Richard, for there was little of his father
and relatively little of his brother on that side of the drawing. In
contrast, on the right side (the 'dangerous East5 which I had
encountered before in his analysis) only the fighting men or rather
their bad genitals appeared. His mother had disappeared from
this side of the drawing because, as he felt it, she had been over-
whelmed by the bad men. This drawing expressed the division
into the endangered bad mother (the genital mother) and the
loved and safe -mother (the breast mother).
In the first drawing, which I have used to illustrate certain
anxiety situations, we can already see something of the defence
mechanisms which are more clearly shown in Drawing II. Though
in Drawing I the light-blue mother is spread all over the picture,
and the splitting into 'genital3 mother and 'breast5 mother has not
come about as clearly as in Drawing //, an attempt at a division
of this kind can be seen if we isolate the section on the extreme
right
It is illuminating that in Drawing II the division is effected by
a particularly sharp and elongated section which Richard inter-
preted as a genital. In this way he expressed his belief that the
male genital was piercing and dangerous. This section looks
like a long sharp tooth or like a dagger, and in my view expresses
both these meanings: the former symbolizing the danger to the
loved object from the oral-sadistic impulses, the latter the danger
pertaining, as he felt, to the genital function as such because of its
penetrating nature.
These fears contributed again and again to his flight to the
'breast5 mother. He could achieve relative stability only on a
predominantly pre-genital level. The forward movement of the
libido was impeded, because anxiety and guilt were too great and
the ego was unable to evolve adequate defences. Thus the
genital organization could not be sufficiently stabilized,1 which
implied a strong tendency to regression. The interplay between
the phenomena of fixation and regression could be seen at every
step of his development.
1 Freud in his 'Infantile Genital Organization of the Libido% Collected Papers, vol. ui5
I923> described the infantile genital organization as a 'phallic phase*. One of his
main reasons for introducing this term was his view that during the infantile genital
phase the female genital is not yet discovered or acknowledged, and that the whole
interest centres on the penis. My experience does not confirm this point of view; and
I do not think that the use of the term 'phallic* would cover the material under
discussion in this paper. I am therefore keeping to Freud's original term 'genital
phase* (or 'genital organization'). I shall give my reasons for this choice of terms
more fully in the general theoretical summary later in this paper.
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